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o Last word learning trip

MIT students academzc mszt 10 [T Delhi

® FP NEWS SERVICE
UJJAIN

Thirty-one students of
civil engineering branch
of Mahakal Group of In-
stitutions accomplished
their nine day academic
visit to IIT Delhi, Harid-
war, Rishikesh and Mus-
soorie, under the leader-
ship and guidance of
HoD, Prof Shailendra ku-
mar Verma and senior
professor, Prof RP Vyas.
During the visit, stu-
dents also surveyed the
structural l1ab of civil en-
gineering department of
IIT Delhi and acknowl-
edged the nuances of the
renowned institution.
Students also studied and

Students of MIT, Ujjain inspecting the construction labs
of lIT, Delhi. FP photo
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perceived the several
facts and findings, regard-
ing the constructions of
capital’s chief flyovers
and bridges.

Moreover, rope-way, sus-
pension bridge and roads
at, Rishikesh were sur-
veyed and studied
minutely. Students
showed great interest in
knowing about the con-
struction of the parking
lot situated at the fourth
floor in Mussoorie. The
batch of students pre-
pared a report on the ba-
sis of their visit.

The outcome of the re-
port will reach the local
administration during the
construction works for
upcoming Simhastha.
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AIEEE to go online

SUMEDHA SHARMA/TNS

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 20
After CAT, its now the All-
India Engineering Entrance
Exam (AIEEE) scheduled to
be held nationwide on April
29,2012, which will go online.
Though the online mode was
an option this year as well, but
a majority of students opted
for the conventional pen and
paper mode. While the Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion had expected 1 lakh stu-
dents, out of the 11.5 lakh
applicants, to opt for the online
mode, only 5,000 did so.
Despite the lukewarm
response, the board has decid-
. ed to shun the conventional
pen and paper format and go
ahead with the online mode in
waks of this year's queskion
paper leak which forced sev-
eral students to take the exam
again. In a circular issued on
August 18, the board said,
“This year, the CBSE is plan-
ning to conduct online exams

on a mass scale. Students are
advised to acquaint them-
selves with the new method.
An competent agency will be
employed to ensure the
smooth conduct of the test.”
“Though the number of stu-
dents who appeared for the
online examination was less,
but it proved a successful
counter to problems like

question paper leaks. This.

year’s exam was like a night-
mare where we had to cancel
and then re-conduct the
examination the same day.
“A majority of students who
appear for AIEEE have access
to computers in their school or
home. They have ample time
to get acquainted with the
method. We shall be uploading
gyidslincs for the online exam-
ination soon,” said a4 CBSE
official in New Delhi.
AIEEE 1is the admission
gateway to various NITS,
deemed universities, state
owned and private engineer-
ing/architecture colleges.

-
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CBSE BOARD
EXAM PAPERS TO
NOW BE PUBLIC

Chetan Chauhan

m chetan®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Students appearing
for CBSE board exams may
soon get to see their answer
sheets online.

The human resource devel-
opmen{ ministry is consider-
ing this following the Supreme
Court’s direction to provide
copies of answer sheets under
the Right to Information Act.

A ministry official said the
government won't be seeking
areview of the court order but
will instead ask the Central
Board for Secondary Education
to study technological options
to provide answer sheets online.

Over 16 lakh students appe-
ared for the CBSE's class X and
XII exams this year. Despite the
big number, the ministry believes
providing answer sheets online
is possible as it has been done
in the case of the IT-JEE exam,
which saw five lakh candidates.

This month, HRD minister
Kapil Sibal launched a pilot
project to make marksheets
issued by various boards acces-
sible online. “We can have a sim-
ilar project for answer sheets”
a ministry functionary said.

Some state education boards
already follow this practice,
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ECIL to make routers developed in India

Our Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug. 20

A router developed for the
first tirme in the country will
soon be translated into aman-
ufactured in India product.

The developer is the IIT
Bombay while the manufac-
turer will be the Electronics
Corporation of India Ltd
(ECIL), Ryderabad, The pub-
lic sector electronics giant has
entered into 3 licence agree-
ment with IIT Bombay to
manufacture  high-speed

transport routers.

A router is a device that
helps forward packets of data
along networks, say, the In-
ternet. For the common user,
arouter is necessary ina LAN
(local area network) to con-
nect several computers to the
internet.

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY

The Gigabit Networking Lab-
oratory at the IIT Bombay has
developed an innovative
technology under the leader-

P A router is a de-
vice that helps
forward packets
of data along
networks, say, the
Internet.

ship of Professor Aswin Gu-
maste to make these routers,
which promise to set new
rice and  performance
enchmarks in an industry

dominated primarily by im-
ported products.

With built-in security fea-
tures and a fully Indian de-
sign, this development is
significant in the context of
fears expressed by experts
about the vulnerabilities
posed by ‘black box’ products,
populating the information
highway, which carry vital
and strategic data, the ECIL
has said.

With the national data in-
frastructure set to grow mani-

fold and gigabit pipes slated
to enter villages, this devel-
opment augurs well and fits
into the indigenous technol-
ogy space. The ECIL Chair-
man and Managing Director,
MrY.S, Mayya, and IIT Bom-
bay’s Director, Prof. Devang
Khakkar signed the agree-
ment on Wednesday.

The core of the router con-
sists of an indigenous tech-
nology that facilitates the
collapsing of the three layers
of the Internet—namely the

physical, the data link and the
network layer into a single
unified networking medium.

The high speed routers are
essential for the next gener-
ation networks which sup-
port metro transport and data
centre,

Three products have been
created from the technology
— an entry level access
switch, a metro/data centre
transport router and a core
carrier Ethernet
¢ross-connect.
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lITians campaign online
AHMEDABAD: Faculty and
students of [IMs in
Ahmedabad and
Bangalore, IIT-Kanpur,
ITT-Gandhinagar and
IIT-Guwahati have
signed an online
petition in support of
Hazare. A post by [1T-
Guwahati's Sachin D
Kore on

www. PetitionOnline.com
read, “1 support Anna's
fast against corruption”,
while another from
Sreejith P said,
“Support from 1IT-
Madras”. At least 1,500
people have signed the
petition. AGENCIES
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The world of A, B and

The grading system, though touted as a paradigm Shlf[, has led to binary feelings
among many. Here are the two sides of the same coin...

Geetika Sachdey

students und erestimate their capability. norder
to eradicate this feeling in students, the grading
system was introdueed, to help them overcome the stress-
syndrome associated with the idea of examinations.
There have been mixed reviews, however, over the im-
plementation of this system. Some acadermicians believe
that marks still form an important part of the Indian ed-
ucation syvstem. They also feel that the erading system kills
the spirit of competition, which is a must for thriving in
this competition and marks-orientad world.
Juhi Baveja, a student, savs, "I feel the marks system is
better than grading, This competition keeps alive the Killer
instinet among students. Also, acoording to me, itisnot as

Mam; a times, 1 ow marks in the examinations make

depressing to hear that one got 50 per cent marks as com-
pared to saying s/he got C grada.”

The grading systerm, coupled with other examination

reforms like giving 15 minutes extra time to students to
have a look at their question paper; is said to serve as a
great stressbuster, It wonld also make education enter-
taining than being seen asa burden.
Students are seen stressing them-
selves for even a single mark. The
erading svstem, it is believed, will
drive away this burden, helping stu-
dents to learn in the true sense
Neena Bhalla, senior academician
says, "l feel grading svstern is much
better: I mean children are very ca-
sual about committing suicides, so
you have to deal with them in avery
sensitive manner. Mot only this, the
burden would be reduced.”
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of this svstemas a boon for the coun-

try's academic circnit, who need to
break away from the convent ions and

pxplore the world outside. It would
reduce unnecessary burden from the

minds of youngsters and instead,
make them concentrate an their sub-
jects. One should never forgaet that,
for healthy competition, healthy
mind is a necessity
Teacherssayv that even if the grade-
systerm is implemented, there sholid
be proper categorisation. This would
help students o differentiate betwesn
pood] and better performance. Thera

shonld definitel v be an indicator of
eood performance, For the record,

the system 15 now in use, and fol-
lowed, All that is required to do now
1= to wait for its results.
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‘Anna shouldn’t undermine
democratic institutions’

NAC Member Aruna Roy Says Gandhian Is lll-Advised

TIMES REWS NETWORK

MNew Delhi: The Aruna Roy-led Ma-
tional Campaizn for Peoples Right to
Information { NCPRD on Saturday de-
scribed activist Anna Hazare's resolve
to continue his fast till Parliament
passed his version of the Lokpal bill as
“dangerous" and “undemocratic™.

Affirming faith in the parliamern-
tary process, NCPRI members said
that while the govermument draft 1=fi
much to bedesired, significant chang-
e= collld be made in the pending anti-
graft legislation. Arguing that Anna
Hazare should not deride democratic
mstitutions, NAC member Aruna Roy
gaid the Gandhian was “ill-advised”
adding, “We must assert our rights
But to get rid of thess nstitutions
would be agreatdisaster for all thepeo-
ple in this country We must malke
thesedemocratic inst ituti ons worlk for
1s and theymust work for us.”

Roy =aid that NCPRI would take
their version of the Lokpalbill and the
accompanying basket of measures to
the Standing Committes and the Ha-
rare sroupshoulddo thesame

In an apparent reference to Hazare
setting a deadline to pass the Jan Lok-
pal Bill, she said, *Tthink Annaji is ill-

X
A medical team checks Anna's healthon
his5thday of fast

adwvised..anyone who says my view
should be the only view iswrong.™”
Former Chief Justice of Delli HC
Justice A P Shahsaidthat the deadline
on Parhament was “dictatorial and
undemocratic®. He added, “What will
happen tothis country if every group
starts insisting on passing their own
laws? It a most unreasonahle demmand
and Thavedoubts that theyunderstand
the implicationsof theirdemand.”
Roy's colleague Shekhar Singh
zaid that Hazare™s was a “dangerous™
statement, “If we have the support of 1
or 2 lakh people we will talke over the

IIT, lIM students launch
skip-a-meal campaign

aculty as wellas students of

premier educational instituteslike
IITs and lIMs have launched an online
petition onthe web to garner support
for anti-corru ption crusader Anna
Hazare.The 1,322-signatories to the
petition and counting includes faculty
andstudentsof | IM-Ahmed abad,
lIM-Bangalore, | T-Kanpur,
IIT-Gandhinagar and | IT-Guwahatl. This
petition seeks supportto the Gandhian
by skipping one meal in thedaysolong
ashe (Anna) continueswithhis fast. em

function of Parliament today. . fomor-
row it could be the courts.”

Another NACmember Harsh Man-
der said that it was the rightof all peo-
ple tobe heard and no one could claim
to representall people.

Cmn being asked about the NCPRI
version of the Lokpal bill, Hazare aide
Prashant Bhushan said, “We have dif-
ferences with Aruna Rov on two is
smes. We have recormmended that all
govermment servants should come un-
der Lolipal but they supgeststhat there
can be a separate body tolook into the
grievances against them.”
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